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UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND

Computer Csntre

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

Date ¢ Week ended 24 Pedruary 1972
Authorization : Director of the Computer Osntre

l. OPERATIONS

1.1 PDP-18 System

Friday 18 Pebruary
Monday 2] Pebruary
Tuesday 22 Pebruary

Wednesday 23 Pebruary

Thursday 24 February

system failure, offline 1405-1414.
system fguuro" offline 1645-1655,

diak"’ék Failukes ze aﬁodiy sSysten
not a?émuz %aﬁazaga{” g
end of ddy avedahting, aborted dus  to
disk pack errors the previous night,
8945-10882

system failure, offline 1020-1835,
16251650, 2118-2128, 2155-2228.

system failure, offline 1810-1835,
1943-2145,

schedule for forthcoming week: maintenance 8706-99092

1.2 GR-225 a stem

operations ©945-2339.

schedule for forthcoming week: maintenance 8789-8830

operations 0900-2409.
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2. CO20L MANUAL

The COBOL manual, MIP-13, 43 now availadble frem the Computer
Cantre. The cost cf the manual is ¢4.20,.

3. PPP-10 CORQY

3.1 Teletype Inmput/Output

There are two mothods cf addressing the teletype in COROL:
(1) READ and WRI?TR
(1) ACCEPT and DISPLAY

The following points need to be noted when using thes teletype:

(a) READ (from tho teletype) and WRITE (to the teletypes) may
both be used in the sams program, provided the input and
cutput teletype files are not open simaltanecusly.

(b) There is nothing to prevent ths use of any combination of
all feour verbs in the cne program, provided point (a) is
obsgrved. Ecwaver, cpecial care rust be taken with the
WRITZ vwverb. It is dangerous to follow it closely with

. either a DISPLAY or an ACCEDPT, as they can interrupt data
output via the WRITE verb, .

If WRITE, and DISPLAY and/cr ACCEPT verbs are being mixed in
the same area of program, it is cafest to CLOSE the output
file before using DISPLAY or ACCERT.

(c¢) After a WRITE statement, CCB0OL always does a carriage
return, %Therafcore, it is best to say
WRITE record-name BEFORE |
so that the teletype does a carriage return - line feed,

with the statemens

WRITE record-name AFTER |
the teletype positions itself at the beginning of the line
Just ocutput,

3.2 DISPLAY Varb

The COBCL manual dces not state any restriction to the number of
characters that a user may care to DISPLAY. Howaver, the size of
the field to be dirplayed is stored in a field 10 bits long. The
maximum number c7 characters that can be displayed is thus 1024
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characters. Field sizes greater than this will be truncated to
10 bits, PFor example, only 776 characters will be displayed from
an 1808 character f£ield.,

The field name2d in a DISPLAY statement can be dafined in either

the working-steorage section cor the f£ile sacticn. This is also
true for the ACCEPY statement.

3.3 COBOL Brrors

(a) corditicn names

Condition names may not work correctly 4imn scme instances,
For example, the following ceding

77 B~ PIC ¢(10) USAGE COMP.
88 N-1-C VALUE 8.

 IFNH-1=-C GO TO . o .

dogs not create correct ccde.

‘4. RUNOFF

RUNOFF i3 a PDP-10 program that asszists 4in the production of
memorandums and dJocuments, The material to ke documented is
prepared as an ASCIiI file, PRunoff takes this file and produces a
final copy that is formatted, numbered, titled and generally well
preeented. The acdvantage cf this mothed of reproduction is that
changss and amendments can bo guickly and easily carried cut on
the scurce file anmd a nrew copy produced, without extensive
retyping of the documant,

The Computer Centre is endeaveuring to prepare as much of its
documentation this way as pessible, sers may have ncticed that
the Rewsletter and the Pulletin are now boing prepared with the
help of Runoff. A manual oa Ruroff is currently in preparation
and it is hoped that it will be released econ.

S. BASIC ERRORS

There are a numbor of typographical errers in the Basic manual,
ENT-9, Theese will be corrected in éuz cource? wian a revisgiocn is
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brought ocut for the manual.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(a)

(e)

page [-8, linas 4
16%XtN should be |Gt1%X
pngo.4el
After the lines
NEWD
if you are going to create a rew progran,

the words: °‘BASIC responds with the followirg: B OR OLD--'
are superfluous,

page 4-4

Before section 4.6, the reentry command, °‘.BASJ° has been
omitted, Sy

page 5-2, line 2

ll'itn should be [@tD*X

page 8-5, line -8

the line °(-<-YZ‘’ should be ° (-<{-¥2'






